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FIONA STANLEY HOSPITAL — PREFERRED SERVICES PROVIDER — SERCO AUSTRALIA 

734. Mr R.H. COOK to the Minister for Health: 

I have a supplementary question. If the public has nothing to fear from privatisation, what does the minister have 
to hide, and why will he not make those documents public? 

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 

What I do not know is what the opposition has to fear about contracting out. What has the member and his close 
associates, the missos, got against contracting out? What is it the member fears?   

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Order!  

Dr K.D. HAMES: There was an interesting letter — 

Mr R.H. Cook: Will you be open and accountable?   

Dr K.D. HAMES: The Leader of the Opposition told me not to respond to interjections. Will the member for 
Kwinana listen to his leader?   

Mr R.H. Cook: You are pathetic. Will you be open and accountable?   

Dr K.D. HAMES: I read a letter today from someone who had responded to the letter sent out by the Liquor, 
Hospitality and Miscellaneous Union. In fact, it was someone from the member for Alfred Cove’s electorate. 
That person, who lives in Como, got one of the letters that said, “You rotten government; you’re contracting out 
services”. A letter came back, with a copy of the letter from the LHMU, that said “What nonsense. What have 
you got to fear from the contracting out of services?” Does the miscellaneous workers’ union — 

Mr R.H. Cook: You can’t answer the question. Are you afraid of the answer? Is that what is going on here, so 
you have to talk about something else? You wasted the debate yesterday. You have to talk about everything 
except privatisation because you can’t defend it.  

The SPEAKER: Member for Kwinana, I have given you the opportunity to ask a supplementary question but I 
did not give you the opportunity to continually interject on the minister’s answer. Minister. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: Thank you, Mr Speaker. The point was made in this letter—and I am answering the 
question—that the miscellaneous workers’ union could just as easily represent the staff working in Fiona Stanley 
Hospital under the Serco contract as it could if they worked for the public sector. What is the difference? What is 
the union so scared of? I believe it has nothing to be scared of, because the services provided through the 
contracting out will be backroom services that can be provided by the private sector under our government, the 
same as it was under the previous Labor government and the same as it is under Labor governments elsewhere in 
Australia and in the United Kingdom.   
 


